
BART launches new Estuary 
Shuttle 
 
By Janet Levaux 
Correspondent 

Posted: 08/15/2011 02:37:19 PM PDT 
 
Updated: 08/16/2011 05:41:21 AM PDT 

A free bus service designed to move both bicycle  
riders and pedestrians through the Posey Tube  
began service Monday. 
 
The Estuary Crossing Shuttle now runs between the  
College of Alameda and the Lake Merritt BART  
station, near Laney College, during peak commute  
hours on weekdays and can accommodate about 12  
bikes and 25 passengers. 
 
"Plenty of people would prefer to ride their bikes  
across Alameda to get to Oakland, rather than bike  
along Embarcadero (in Oakland) or go through the  
Tube," said Lucy Gigli, president of the community  
group Bike Alameda. Both the Tube and  
Embarcadero are heavily congested and loud, she  
and other bike riders say. "After going through the  
Tube by bike or on foot, most people don't want to  
do it again."  
 
A count taken by Bike Alameda in 2006 found that  
86 individuals went through the Posey Tube by bike  
or on foot in a typical day. About four times that  
number go over the Park Street Bridge by riding  
their bikes or walking. "We know a lot more people  
will use the Tube if they are able to move through it  
more safely and with less noise," Gigli said. 
 
The new shuttle service runs every 30 minutes from  
7 to 11:30 a.m. and from 3:30 to 7 p.m. on  
weekdays. 
 
"AC Transit buses run through the Tube every nine  
minutes on a more regular schedule, but they can  
only take two bikes each," said Cory LaVigne,  
director of service development and planning for  
the organization. "I can't wait to see how this service  
goes,  
 
and if it should be taken further." 
 
The shuttle service is funded by a one-year,  

$193,000 grant from the Bay Area Air Quality  
Management District and a 10 percent matching  
grant from the city of Alameda. It could be eligible  
for a second year of funding, officials said during  
Monday's ribbon-cutting ceremony at the College of  
Alameda.

"This is a new option for bicycle riders and  
pedestrians," said Matthew Naclerio, head of  
Alameda's Public Works Department. "It came out of  
a Bike Master Plan written in 1999 ... and a  
feasibility study done in 2008." 

The new shuttle is a low-emissions bus powered by  
natural gas. 

"We estimate that this service could reduce the level  
of greenhouse gases by 796 tons a year and the  
level of air pollutants by 1.5 tons a year," said  
Damian Breen, director of incentives for the Bay Area  
Air Quality Management District. 

Transit staff and other officials in Oakland and  
Alameda hope that many of the 2,500 students who  
attend Laney College and the College of Alameda will  
opt to use the new shuttle, BART and their bikes,  
rather than cars, to get to class.  

"It's a wonderful connector between our two cities,"  
said Oakland City Councilwoman Pat Kernighan. 

"Our cities are so close and yet so far. It's a very  
practical alternative, and it's great for connecting  
two educational institutions."

Bicycle rider and Alameda resident Jim Strehlow says 
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he will use the service if it fits with his schedule. 
 
"It's only about an eight-minute ride through the  
Tube, so I'll have to weigh that in, too, along with  
other existing options," he said. "But I was on the  
Bike Alameda committee that worked on this. It's a  
connection that we're very much intrigued by." 
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